
Author Bio for Jerry Wilson, author of Across the Cimarron (Mongrel Empire Press, 2016) and Blackjacks & Blue Devils (Mongrel Empire Press, 2011).

Jerry Wilson was born west of the Cimarron River in Oklahoma, near the homesteads two of his great grandfathers claimed in the 1892 Run into Cheyenne Arapaho land. His family worked a marginal sandy farm in a neighborhood of hard-up blacks and whites. 

He worked as a farmhand, a handyman, a gas station attendant, an oil field flunkey, a carpenter and a preacher. After two years in the Army and three years teaching in public schools he earned a PhD in English from the University of Oklahoma. There he married poet and fellow student, Norma Clark. They moved to South Dakota, where they “homesteaded” a scrap of the Missouri River bluff, built the geo-solar house where they still live, restored native prairie and raised two kids, Walter and Laura. He taught literature and writing at colleges and universities in Oklahoma and South Dakota before stints as a newspaper journalist, as managing editor of South Dakota Magazine and as a county commissioner.

Jerry is the author of three other books: Blackjacks and Blue Devils, a collection of Oklahoma stories (Mongrel Empire Press, 2011); Waiting for Coyote’s Call: An Eco-memoir from the Missouri River Bluff (South Dakota Historical Society Press, 2008); and American Artery: A Pan American Journey (Pine Hill Press, 2000). Across the Cimarron is his first novel, but one he’s been writing in his head since hearing his great grandfather’s stories as a child. In semi-retirement he gardens, nurtures prairie, watches his bird and mammal neighbors, and writes when it’s too hot or too cold to play outside.
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