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Mongrel Empire Press Announces Arachnid Verve, a poetry collection by Shauna Osborn
Norman, OK 5/23/16—Mongrel Empire Press, an Eclectic Publishing House specializing in regional and uncommon literary works, is pleased to announce the publication of Arachnid Verve, a poetry collection by Shauna Osborn. Arachnid Verve will be released in September 2016.
In her first collection of poems, Shauna Osborn focuses on the acrobatic nature of the genred and gendered multilingual lifestyles found in the Southwest. These are poems of movement and balance—searching for equilibrium between the mundane, utilitarian elements of working class life and the flourishes of color and spice inherent to artist expression. Individual poem inspirations run the gamut--from Aztec gods, dredging machines, Judd Nelson, punk rock bands, and Zora Neale Hurston. The collection also code switches between three different languages: Spanish, English, and Numu tekwapu (Comanche) because Southwestern life is not lived in a single language.
Erika Wurth, author of Crazy Horse’s Girlfriend, declares “Oklahoma sings in Comanche, Spanish and in the language of everything natural —the green and the dusty—in Shauna Osborn's Arachnid Verve. In "Song for Nina" we are as "real as rivers/real as warm biscuits." In "Double Standard" we're "banished from the smell/of sawdust & dirt,/to the one of flour & grease" in our Ghost Busters shirt because we are a girl, and only because "That's the way it is." This woman's collection is lovely, and strong and incredibly honest.”
Of Arachnid Verve, Jessica Helen Lopez, author of Always Messing With Them Boys says, “Shauna Osborn is a deft spider woman who nimbly spins poetic contemplations with clever, sumptuous and thought provoking verve. She has the musical ability to seamlessly code switch between her tribal language, english, and the staccato of the spanish tongue. Osborn undresses and then dresses again a variance of dialects, all the while honoring her tribal and mestizaje heritage. Within this collection is a wide range of emotional depth that speaks with a clear-as-bell voice, a tender humor, astute observation of the world around her, and a refreshingly, dazzling feministic knowledge of the world around her.”
Library of Congress Witter Bynner Fellow and American Book Award WinnerAllison Hedge Coke praises  Arachnid Verve, as “a splendid invocation, a coming of age and making a place in the world as a Comanche/Mestizo woman and poet debut. Shauna Osborn's smart pulse in the powerful artery of knowing delivers gripping grit and resolve on her way into this and every day. Osborn delivers succinct vignettes offering the test of life and the gist within it.”
Shauna Osborn is an award-winning Numunuu (Comanche) / German mestiza artist, musician, researcher, secret agent, and wordsmith. She has a BA from the University of Oklahoma and an MFA from New Mexico State University. In 2013, she received a National Poetry Award from the New York Public Library, which left her indebted to their social media coordinator for placing one of her poems between a photo of David Tennant reading a library book and an announcement for a William Gibson reading. She was a 2015 Artist in Residence at A Room of Her Own Foundation’s Writing Retreat, where she began her photography project called Carved Skin. Shauna has also received the Luminaire Award from Alternating Current Press and the Native Writer Award from UNM Summer Writers’ Conference
For more information on Mongrel Empire Press or to obtain review copies of this title and others, contact the Press by sending an email from the web site: www.mongrelempirepress.org. Mongrel Empire Press titles are available from the Press, the authors, most online bookstores, and selected independent bookstores. Booksellers and gift shops will find Mongrel Empire Press books available through Ingram and Baker & Taylor (all MEP titles are wholesaled at full trade discount, and are returnable). Print-suitable author and book cover images are available on request.
About Mongrel Empire Press
Mongrel Empire Press was established in 2007 with a mission to publish well-written, thoughtfully-considered works across generic and disciplinary boundaries. The Press actively identifies and promotes Oklahoma and regional writers while at the same time making room for outside the region works that, because of their mixed generic, disciplinary, and philosophical approaches, cannot find a home at other presses that have a more narrowly defined mission.
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